ABANDONMENT

(1) ABANDOMMENT. (a) Abandonment, which, subject to par.
{¢), shall be established by proving any of the following:

1. That the child has been left without provision for the child's :
care or support, the petitioner has investigated the eircumstances .

surrounding the matter and for 60 days the petitioner has been
unable to find either parent.

1m. That the child has been left by the parent without provi-
sion for the child’s care or support in a place or manner that
exposes the child to substantial risk of great bodily harm, as
defined in s. 939.22 (14), or death.

1r. That a court of competent jurisdiction has found under s.
48.13 (2) or under a law of any other state or a federal law that is
comparable {0 s. 48.13 (2) that the child was abandoned when the
child was under one year of age or has found that the parent aban-
doned the chitd when the child was under one year of age in viola-

tion of s. 948.20 or in violation of the law of any other state or fed- -

eral law, if that violation would be a violation of 5. 948.20 if

committed in this state, .

2. That the child has been placed, or continued in a placernent,
outside the parent’s home by a court order containing the notice
required by s. 48.356 (2) or 938.356 (2) and the parent has failed
to visit or communicate with the child for a period of 3 months or
longer.

3. The child has been left by the parent with any person, the
parent knows or could discover the whereabouts of the child and
the parent has failed to visit or communicate with the child for a
peried of & months or longer.

(b) Incidental contact between parent and child shall not pre-

clude the court from finding that the parent has failed to visit or

communicate with the child under par. (a) 2. or 3. The time peri-
ods under par. () 2. or 3. shall not include any periods during

which the parent has been prohibited by judicial order from visit-
ing or communicating with the child.

(c) Abandanment is not established under par. {&) 2. or 3. if the

parent proves all of the following by a preponderance of the evi- .

dence:

1. That the parent had good cause for having failed to visit
with the child throughout the time period specified in par. (a) 2. or
3., whichever is applicable.

2. That the parent had good cause for having failed to commu-
nicate with the child throughout the time perjod specified in par.
(a) 2. or 3., whichever is applicable.

3, Tf the parent proves good cause under subd. 2., including
good cause based on evidence that the child’s age or condition
would have rendered any communication with the child meaning-
less, that one of the following occurred:

a. The parent communicated about the child with the person
or persons who had physical custody of the child during the time
period specified in par. (a) 2. or 3., whichever is applicable, or, if
par. (a) 2. is applicable, with the agency responsible for the care
of the child during the time period specified in par. (a) 2.

b. The parent had good cause for having failed to communi-
cate about the child with the person or persons who had physical
custody of the child or the agency responsible for the carc of the
child throughout the time period specified in par. {2} 2. or 3.,
whichever is applicable.

(im) RELNQUISHMENT.  Relinquishment, which shall be
established by pzoving that a court of competent jurisdiction has
found under s, 48.13 (2n) that the parent has relinquished custody
of the child under s. 48.195 (1) when the child was 72 hours old
or younger.



