Peggy Bartman: Pediatric Occupational Therapist and
Autism Consultant (retired)
Eugene Bartman: Deputy First Assistant SPD Office

(retired)
3bartman@gmail.com



Medical Diagnosis—DSMV

e Changed in May, 2013

® Previously 3 separate diagnoses under the
umbrella of Pervasive Developmental Disorder

® Asperger Syndrome

® Pervasive Developmental Disorder — Not
Otherwise Specified (PDD-NOS)

® Autistic Disorder
® Currently —1 medical diagnosis

® Autism Spectrum Disorder



Medical Criteria for Diagnosis

® Medical criteria for diBgﬂOSiS: (Diagnosis must be made by M.D. or
Ph.D. psychologist)

® Persistent deficits in social communication and social
interaction

® Restricted, repetitive patterns of behavior, interests, or
activities

® Symptoms must be present in the early developmental
period (but may not become fully manifest until social
demands exceed limited capacities, or may be masked
by learned strategies in later life).

® Symptoms cause clinically significant impairment in
social, occupational, or other important areas of current
functioning.



Data & Statistics

® Occurs in at least 1in 88 births (Center for
Disease Control and Prevention, 2012)

® ASD is almost 5 times more common among
boys (1 in 54) than among girls (2 in 252)

® Fastest growing developmental disability



What Causes ASD?

Neurological disorder, generally thought to be
present from birth.

Affects the way the brain processes and uses
information.

Researchers have determined that genetic factors,
possibly in combination with environmental factors,
contribute to causation of ASD.

Researchers have determined that many individuals
with ASD have abnormalities in several regions of the
brain including the cerebellum, amygdala and
hippocampus.



How is ASD Diagnosed?

® ASD is a clinical / behavioral diagnosis
® No specific medical tests to make a diagnosis of ASD.

® The person making the diagnosis should have
extensive experience and knowledge regarding ASD.




Features & Characteristics of Autism

Spectrum Disorder




