STATE OF WISCONSIN
:
CIRCUIT COURT
:
MILWAUKEE COUNTY



 CHILDREN’S DIVISION

IN THE INTEREST OF



A CHILD UNDER THE AGE OF EIGHTEEN YEARS

PROPOSED VOIR DIRE QUESTIONS

I. Introduction

A. Good morning/afternoon ladies and gentlemen, my name is.  I represent              ,               in this case.

B.
Explanation of CHIPS case.

B. Do you know or are you related to any of the following people involved in this case?

1. Attorneys

2. Witnesses

3. Parties, children

II. Individual Questions

A.
Are you employed?

1. Where?

2. How long have you been so employed?

3. What are your duties?

4. If you are retired, how were you previously employed?

C.
If you are married, is your spouse employed?

1. Where?

2. How long has he/she worked there?

3. What duties does he/she perform?


4.
If your spouse is retired, how was he/she previously employed?

D.
Do you have any children?

1. How many?

2. Please give us their ages, sexes, marital status, occupations

3. Are there any children with special needs?  Explain.

E.
Have you ever served on a jury before?

1. State or Federal Court?

2. Where?

3. When?

4. Was it a civil or criminal case?

5. Did your jury reach a verdict?

6. Were you the Foreperson?

7. Anyone ever called to jury duty before but, was unable to serve? Why?

F.
Any juror taking medication affecting ability to be fully attentive?

G.
Any juror have any difficulty hearing, seeing or suffering from a physical problem which would prevent giving full attention to the trial?

H.
Do you belong to any clubs, groups, or associations?  Which ones?

1. How long have you been a member?

2. Have you ever had any leadership role or office in the organization?

I.
Do either you or your spouse do any volunteer work?

1.
What do you do?

2.
How long have you or your spouse been doing that volunteer work?

III. Do you now have or have you had in the past a relative or close friend or any other person with whom you have regular contact who is or was, in any way, connected with a Social Service/Human Services Agency? (know any social workers?)

A. Discuss that person’s work with them

B. How are they employed?

C. Form any opinion about their employment as a result of discussions?

D. What opinions?

IV. Legal Experience Questions

A.
Are any of you or your relatives, close friends or neighbors employed in any capacity in the legal system?  This includes secretaries, bailiffs, court reporters, clerks, investigators and includes both past and present employment.

B.
Have any of you or your close friends or relatives ever worked for a prosecutor’s office?  This includes local, state and federal agencies such as city attorneys, district attorneys, attorney generals, United States Attorneys, military prosecutors or other similar organizations.

C.
Have you or close relatives had contacts with the district attorney’s office?  Nature of contact?

V. Prior Experience

A. Ever been a victim of child abuse or neglect or know anyone who was a victim of child abuse or neglect?

1. When?

2. Where?

3. Type of situation?

4. Was it investigated?

5. Satisfied with the results?

B.
Have you or your spouse ever worked with abused or neglected children?  How ?

C.
You or your spouse ever been a foster parent?  When?  How long?  Number of children.

D.
Have you ever been in foster care or had a child in foster care?

E.
Do you know anyone with children in foster care?

E. Have you ever discussed experiences with other?  Form opinion if role of foster parents?

F. Anyone have any contact with the foster care system?

G. Anyone know any single parents? Single mothers?

H. Anyone know any children born to mothers outside of marriage?

I. Form any opinions about these women?

J.
You or your spouse or close friend or family involved in adoption of a child?

1. Who?

2. How involved in adoption?

3. When?

4. Have you discussed the experience with others?

5. Have you formed opinions about adoption?

K.
You or your spouse ever received special training in working with children?  What kind of training?

L.
Have you or someone you know had any contact with Children’s Court?

A. Nature?

B. When?

M. Have you or someone you know been involved in a custody dispute in Family Court or through a paternity action?

N.
Anyone been involved in a Termination of Parental Rights proceeding or know anyone who was involved in a Termination of Parental Rights proceeding?

1. Relationship of that person to you.

2. Social workers involved?

3. Have you discussed that situation with person?

4. Was there a court action regarding that case?

5. What was the result of the court action?

6. Did you form any opinions about TPR actions from your involvement/discussions?

7. What opinion?

O.
Has any member of this jury panel ever been a witness to child abuse/neglect?

1. What was the nature of the situation?

2. Reported to police, D.S.S.?

3. Did you ever testify?

4. How were you treated by the police, D.S.S., the attorneys, and the court?

P.
Do any members of this jury panel have any relatives or friends who have ever been a witness to a child abuse/neglect?

1. Relationship of that person to you?

2. Did you discuss the incident with that person?

3. Did that person ever have to testify?

4. How did that person react to the treatment given by the police, the attorneys, and the court?

5. Would the fact that you have this relative or friend who has been a witness to that situation in any way influence your determination of a verdict in this case?

Q.
Have any members of this jury panel received treatment for a drug addiction or an alcohol addiction? (or know a close friend who has)

1. How effective was treatment?

2. Were there relapses?

3. Try to quit smoking?

· successful?

· How many attempts at quitting smoking did it take?

4. Try to diet?

· successful?

· how many diets?

· 1 day at a time?

R.
Does every member of this jury panel understand that the judge will instruct you all as to all the law which you shall apply to this case and based upon the evidence you hear, you are the sole judges of the facts in this case?

S.
Does every member of this jury panel promise to follow the instructions as the judge gives them to you and if your notions of the law differ from the actual law which will be given you in the instructions, that you must put aside your own notions and follow the law?

T. Does every member of this jury panel promise that:

1. You will listen very carefully to all testimony and;

2. You will be fair and important, and;

3. You will not put aside any passions you might have as well as any sympathies you might have and;

4. Will return and just and fair verdict based on the facts and the law applied to the facts.

U.
Your role as jury is to decide if grounds exists to TPR.  The court would then decide if a TPR was in the best interests of the children.  Does the fact that the Court decides what happens to this child after a verdict bother anyone?

VI. Conclusion

A. If you are chosen to sit, can you think of any reason which might keep you from being a fair and impartial juror in this case?

B. Anyone not want to serve as a juror?

1.
Due to the nature of the case?
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