STATE OF WISCONSIN          CIRCUIT COURT          EAU CLAIRE COUNTY

CAPTION
MOTION FOR INDIVIDUAL IN CAMERA VOIR DIRE
OR FOR USE OF JUROR QUESTIONNAIRE
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​

TO:



PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that on the 24th day of August, 2010 at 2:45 p.m. before the Honorable Paul J. Lenz, Circuit Court Judge, Branch 5, Eau Claire County, the natural mother in this matter, [mother], and parent of the above-named children, by her attorneys, [attorney name] and [attorney name], will move the court as follows:  
One:  for individual in camera voir dire on the following questions.  The natural mother further requests that the Court conduct the voir dire on these questions since they are of a sensitive nature in areas requiring serious, thoughtful and truthful responses.  The Court’s own inquiry into these areas will underscore the importance of frankness and honesty in individual responses.  Further, given the sensitive nature of the subject of drug and alcohol addiction, domestic violence, child neglect, and adoption, jurors would understandably be reluctant in an open courtroom setting to make certain statements with regard to their beliefs, impressions, assumptions and experiences on the subject.
1. Have you or have any of your close friends or relatives had 
contact with a Department of Human Services worker or social 
worker?

2. Have you or have any of your close friends or relatives ever been placed in alternate care, such as a foster home, group home, treatment facility, juvenile correctional  facility, or other similar out-of-home placement?  





3. Have you, or any member of your family or a close friend ever 
consulted with or been treated by a psychiatrist, psychologist, 
counselor or therapist?   


4. This case will likely involve testimony from mental health 
professionals.  If your answer above was “yes” will this 
experience affect your ability to fairly consider the testimony of 
such professionals?        


5. Have you, any member of your family, or friends ever been 
addicted to alcohol or drugs?  If so, were you or your 
family 
member or friend able to get the addiction under control?  How 
would this affect your ability to sit on this case?
6. Have you, any member of your family, or friends ever been 
in a relationship involving domestic abuse?  

7. Do you work in any area where you come in contact with 
domestic violence victims?  How would this affect your 
ability to be fair or impartial in this case?

8. Did you or the other person stay in this relationship longer 
than 
you should have?  If so, why?  


9. Do you or a member of your family suffer from depression 
and 
or anxiety? 
10. How does this affect your/their ability to follow through on day 
to day activities?  

11. Did you/they get treatment for this disorder? 
12. Was it helpful?

13. Have you, a member of your family or friend been the 
victim of sexual abuse?  If yes, what effect did it have on you?
14. Are you or a family member adopted?  

15. If so, did you know your natural parents?

16. Have you/they ever attempted to locate their natural 
parents? 

17. Have you ever adopted a child?  

18. Is there anything else the court should know about you that may affect your ability to be a fair and impartial juror 
in this case?       

Leave of the court is respectfully requested to supplement these questions with additional questions which might be suggested to counsel for the defendant as answers are provided by the prospective jurors to those questions asked.

Two:  In the alternative, we ask that the Court have the jurors complete a questionnaire, a copy of which is attached, upon their entering the courtroom the morning of the first day of trial, further that the Court allow a reasonable time for the attorneys to review the questionnaires and then conduct individual voir dire for only those jurors whose answers raise questions about their knowledge, personal experience and ability to sit fairly and impartially on the jury for this case.



Dated this 20th of August, 2010.






_____________________________________






XXXXXXX, Attorney for Defendant
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