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Hearing Location and Opposing Attorney

Expulsion hearings for a student within the School District of
Cambridge will be held at:

The Pistrict Office Conference Room
403 Blue Jay Way
Cambridge, WI 53525

The opposing attorney at an expulsion hearing within the School
District of Cambridge will be:

Shana Lewis

Strang, Patteson, Renning, Lewis, & Lacy
slewis(@strangpatteson.com

(844) 626-0902



Causes for Disciplinary Action

Absences and tardiness:

A student shall not be tardy or absent from school without reasonable
cause. This shall include in-school fruancy.

A student may be suspended for being in school, but not attending classes,
or for excessive unexcused absences or tardiness.

Acts/Threats endangering the safety of others:

No student shall engage in conduct that threatens the safety of self, or
other people while in school, on school grounds, or at any school function.
Students who threaten to endanger self will be dealt with through the crisis
intervention plan.

Students who engage in activity that threatens the safety of others will face
disciplinary action, and be referred to the police.

At the discretion of the school administrator, severe or repeat offenses
may be cause to refer the student for expulsion.

Alcohol, tobacco and other drugs/paraphernalia:

Students shall not possess, use, sell, be under the influence of, or transmit
in any form tobacco products, alcoholic beverages, drug paraphernalia,
chemical substances that are stimulants, depressants, hallucinogens,
narcotics, volatile substances, or cannabis derivatives or look-alikes of any
kind.

This expectation includes on school grounds or in the school building
including daily and extracurricular bus transportation, or off school
grounds at any school-sponsored activity.

The fact that parents approve of smoking or use of alcohol by minors shall
in no way affect this policy.

Chemical Defense Products:

No student may possess any OC (pepper spray) products, mace, tear gas or
any other chemical defense products while on any campus of Cambridge
Public Schools.

Students found possessing or using these products on school grounds or at
any school function will face disciplinary action.



Contributing:
m No student shall enable or contribute toward the violation of school rules.
Such conduct may result in disciplinary action.

Disruption of school:
m A student will not disrupt or attempt to disrupt a school function.
= Students found in violation of this policy will be suspended and referred to
the police. , ‘
m At the discretion of the school administrator, extreme or repeat offenses
may be cause to refer the student for expulsion.

Fire Alarms:
m The fire alarms are to be used for emergency evacuation of the building
only. ,
m Students who signal a false fire alarm are subject to suspension and a
referral to law enforcement.
m At the discretion of the building administrator, extreme or repeat offenses
may be cause to refer the student for expulsion.

Fireworks:

m Fireworks and other incendiary devices are prohibited on school grounds,
or at any school activity on.or off school grounds, including bus
transportation.

m Violation of this policy will be cause for disciplinary action, including
suspension and a police referral.

m At the discretion of the building administrator, severe incidents or repeat
offenses will be cause to refer the student for expulsion. 4

Gambling/Card Playing:
m Students are prohibited from any form of gambling activity or card
playing while in school or during school-sponsored activities.
m Exception: A school supervised curriculum related activity.

Bullying/Hazing/Harassment/Threats:

m Student hazing, unauthorized initiations, threatening language, threats to
do harm, or harassment of any form, are not allowed in school, or at any
school activity either on or off school grounds, including bus
transportation. '



m  Students who engage in such conduct will face disciplinary action and
possible referral to the police.

m At the discretion of the building principal repeat or severe incidents may
be cause to refer the student for expulsion.

Insubordination/Obstructing:

m A student will not repeatedly obstruct or fail to comply with directions of
teachers or other authorized school personnel during any period of time
when he/she is properly under the authority of the school.

m Students who do not respond to guidance or minor discipline must accept
the consequences of such action.

m  Willful disobedience or refusal to follow school rules, open defiance of a
teacher’s authority, the use of inappropriate/profane/obscene language or
inappropriate gestures toward staff is cause for disciplinary action,
including suspension. :

m At the discretion of the building principal repeat or severe incidents may
be cause to refer the student for expulsion.

Laser Pointers:
m  Laser pointers are prohibited in school for safety reasons. Refusal to
cooperate with this rule will result in disciplinary action.

Plagiarism/Cheating:

m Plagiarism is literary theft. It is using someone else's words or ideas as if
they were the writer's own., '

m [f ateacher suspects plagiarism he/she may request the assignment be
redone. If a student objects to redoing the assignment, he/she may choose
to take a zero, or have the assignment studied by a board of 15 his/her
former teachers. This board will decide if the student was capable of
writing this assignment judged on previous work, content, structure,
diction, usage, etc. The decision of the review board will be final.

m  Cheating and plagiarism are considered academic behaviors, and are
subject to academic as well as behavioral consequences.

m  Students found guilty of plagiarism or cheating will receive a zero on the
work in question, and be subject to disciplinary action.

m  Any student contributing to the plagiarism or cheating of another student
shall also be subject to disciplinary action.



Portable/Electronic Communication and/or Recording Devices:

m  The School District of Cambridge recognizes the benefits of portable
electronic devices and two-way communications devices as valuable tools
to today’s citizens. The district also recognizes the importance of
individual right to privacy and the need to maintain an orderly
environment for learning in the school setting,

m - Student possession of and use of personal portable electronic and two-way
communications devices are limited by restrictions established in BOE
Policy #443.4. (Ref. Wisconsin State Statute 118.258, and B.O.E. policy
443.5)

Public displays of affection:

m [Excessive displays of affection are considered inappropriate in the school
setting. |

w This includes in the halls before and after school, during lunch hour and
during class.

m Students found in violation of this expectation will be asked to stop.

m Repeat offenders will be subject to disciplinary action up to and including
suspension and their parent(s)/guardian(s) contacted.

m In extreme cases, disciplinary action will be the first course of action
taken.

Snowballs:
e For safety reasons students are not to throw snowballs, ice or similar
objects while on school property or at extra-curricular events.

Theft or Damage/Destruction of Property:
w  No student will damage/steal school property or private property, either on
the school grounds, or during a school sponsored activity off school

grounds,
m Students involved in such activity will face suspension and a referral to

law enforcement.
m At the discretion of the school administrator exireme or repeat offenses
may be cause to refer the student for expulsion.

Weapons: Guns, Knives, Look-A-Likes:



m  Any student found in possession of a gun, knife, "Look-alike" weapon, or
any item which could reasonably be considered a weapon, will be
suspended and subject to expulsion.

m Possession shall include: on the person, in a locker, vehicle, or book bag,
purse, or other bag.



Disciplinary Actions

A wrritten record of incidents involving major infractions or repeated minor infractions
will be kept. Disciplinary actions taken can be either as a result of repeated offenses, or as
a singular incident, at the discretion of the discipline officer. Disciplinary actions taken
can include, but are not limited to the following: (Ref, B.O.E. policy 447)

Report of Incident:
m A report of incident shall be used whenever student conduct is

Detention:
a

inappropriate, but may not necessarily constitute the assignment of
detention. The decision of whether to issue a detention or report of
incident belongs solely to the teacher. Repeated reports of incident will be
cause for further disciplinary action.

Any school employee may detain a student after school for disciplinary
reasons or to provide additional educational assistance. Detentions are to
be served in the teacher's classroom.

Students must be given 24 hours notice of detention, in order to make
arrangements for transportation.

Students involved in extra-curricular activities must be aware that the
extracurricular code includes language that covers classroom conduct and
consequences for receiving disciplinary office referrals, detentions, or
suspension.

Failure to report to detention will be cause for further disciplinary action.
Students are to bring school work or reading material with them to
detention sessions and must remain in productive work.

All detention time needs to be satisfactorily completed before semester
exams can be taken. This does not mean that the student will be denied the
opportunity to take the exams. It means that the taking of the exams will
be postponed until the detention time has been completed.

Removal from Class:

Temporary Removal: In cases where temporary removal is required, the
teacher and/or other appropriate school personnel will counsel with the
student to clarify the reason for the removal, and to establish parameters
for reinstatement before returning him/her to class.

Permanent Removal: In cases of repeated failure to follow general school
and classroom rules, or incidents that compromise the safety and order of




the classroom, it may be necessary to permanently remove the student
from the class. Other disciplinary actions may also be taken. In cases
where permanent removal from class is being considered, the following
procedure will be followed:

e - Immediate temporary removal to the office.

e The teacher or staff member will document attempts to contact
parents in an effort to remedy the situation.

e Ifthe removal is focused on a singular act, the seriousness of the
act will be documented.

e The teacher will contact the principal with the supporting evidence
to support removal from class.

® The principal or designee shall schedule a parent conference in
which the concerns will be reviewed.

e At the conclusion of that conference a decision will be made which
may include: continuing the student in the class on a probationary
status; transferring the student to another teacher; placement into
an alternative setting as defined by law; or dropping the student
with an "F", and placing the student in study hall. Students in
extra-curricular activities will not be allowed to participate on the
day(s) removed from classes for disciplinary reasons. Permanent
removal from a class for disciplinary reasons will invoke
consequences per the activity code. |

In-school Suspension:
m An in-school environment where the student is isolated from his/her peers
for a period of time, In-school suspensions are commeonly assigned when
students commit minor violations that cannot be dealt with by serving a
detention. An example would be assigning an in-school for skipping a
detention. Failure or refusal to serve an in 17 school will result in an out-
of-school suspension.

Home Detention:

m  The student will be assigned to serve a detention for up to five (5) days at
home. Students on home detention will not be allowed on school property
or participate in extra-curricular activities during the course of the
detention, or they may face arrest for trespassing.

Out-of-School Suspension:

m A temporary exclusion from school for a period not to exceed five (5)
school days. Exclusion in cases being investigated pending expulsion for a
period not to exceed fifteen (15) school days.



m A student that is suspended may not be on school grounds at any time
during the entire period of the suspension.

m Being seen on school grounds will constitute a police citation for
trespassing.

Pre-expulsion Conference:

m A conference conducted by the superintendent or his designee which may
include the student, parent, guardian or legal custodian, the principal or his
designee, and appropriate other staff members.

m The purpose of a pre-expulsion conference is to establish behavioral
guidelines in lieu of considering the student for expulsion.

Expulsion Conference:
m The next step after a pre-expulsion conference may be a recommendation
to the Board of Education for an expulsion.
State statutes regarding expulsion proceedings will be adhered to.
m Parents and adult students (over 18) have the right to appeal a suspension
or expulsion.

Police Notification:
m The police will be contacted in cases where student conduct is found to be
in violation of the law.

Compensatory time:
m In some cases it may be deemed appropriate for a student to serve their
penalty by doing community service.

Severe Clause: _
m At the discretion of the administrator the disciplinary action taken may not
necessarily follow the sequence of next level severity.
m If deemed appropriate, a more severe form of action may be taken.

Smoking: :

m Students found smoking or in possession of smoking materials on school
grounds will be suspended, parents contacted and a referral will be made
to law enforcement.

m  Repeated incidents will result in further disciplinary action.

m Students found in the sale/distribution of smoking materials will face

* disciplinary action, up to and including suspension and referral for

expulsion.



