








FOUR RULESFOUR RULES

* LEADING STATEMENTS

* ONE NEW FACT PER STATEMENT

* CHAPTER METHOD

* SOURCING





RULE 1:  Leading StatementsRULE 1:  Leading Statements

How often do you hit your wife?How often do you hit your wife?

Do you hit your wife every day?Do you hit your wife every day?

You hit your wife every day.You hit your wife every day.



RULE 1:  Leading StatementsRULE 1:  Leading Statements

WORD SELECTION, TONE, EMPHASISWORD SELECTION, TONE, EMPHASIS
“Never shoot a mouse in the ass with a cannon.”“Never shoot a mouse in the ass with a cannon.”



RULE 1:  Leading StatementsRULE 1:  Leading Statements

ENEMY WORDS: ENEMY WORDS: 
Who, What, When, Where, How, Why, Explain, Do Who, What, When, Where, How, Why, Explain, Do 

Q: Can you Q: Can you explainexplain to this jury why, after taking an to this jury why, after taking an 
oath and after swearing to God to tell the truth, you oath and after swearing to God to tell the truth, you 
lied repeatedly? lied repeatedly? 

A: In the beginning, I lied to keep my money.  But as A: In the beginning, I lied to keep my money.  But as 
I came to know your client better, I began to lie to I came to know your client better, I began to lie to 
keep my life.  I lied then, because I realized he would keep my life.  I lied then, because I realized he would 
kill me and he would kill my family.  He would do kill me and he would kill my family.  He would do 
anything to anybody if it helped him.anything to anybody if it helped him.





A:  With the assistance of Mr. Noreiga or without his 
assistance?



RULE 1:  Leading StatementsRULE 1:  Leading Statements

IS THAT A QUESTION? IS THAT A QUESTION? 
Voice InflectionVoice Inflection
Ask the Question AgainAsk the Question Again
WaitWait
Tag LinesTag Lines





RULE 2:  One New Fact RULE 2:  One New Fact 
Per StatementPer Statement

You put your hands around her neck and You put your hands around her neck and 
squeezed until she fell to the floor gasping squeezed until she fell to the floor gasping 
for breath?  No.for breath?  No.



RULE 2:  One New Fact RULE 2:  One New Fact 
Per StatementPer Statement

You took your hands.You took your hands.

Put them around her neck.Put them around her neck.

Squeezed.Squeezed.

She fell.She fell.

To the floor.To the floor.

Gasping for breath.Gasping for breath.





RULE 2:  One New Fact Per RULE 2:  One New Fact Per 
StatementStatement

You’re a violent man.You’re a violent man.



RULE 2:  One New Fact Per RULE 2:  One New Fact Per 
StatementStatement

VonnieVonnie told you she was pregnant.told you she was pregnant.
You said, “You stupid *%)!” You said, “You stupid *%)!” 
Then you punched her.Then you punched her.
In the stomach.In the stomach.
And in the chest.And in the chest.
You put your hands around her neck.You put your hands around her neck.
And squeezed.And squeezed.
Until she fell to the floor.Until she fell to the floor.
Then you kicked her.Then you kicked her.
She curled up.She curled up.
Into a ball.Into a ball.
You kicked her again.You kicked her again.





RULE 3:  Chapter MethodRULE 3:  Chapter Method

Definition - A series of leading statements 
designed to establish one narrow goal



RULE 3:  Chapter MethodRULE 3:  Chapter Method

HOW TO BUILD A CHAPTER

•Select One Narrow Goal

•Gather All Facts Supporting the Goal

•Draft Chapter Covering the Facts Leading 
to the Narrow Goal

•Move from General to Specific



ALBIE IS A VIOLENT MAN ALBIE IS A VIOLENT MAN 



ALBIE IS A VIOLENT MAN ALBIE IS A VIOLENT MAN –– RINGSRINGS
You’re human.

Male.

Two hands.

10 Fingers.

You wear rings on your fingers.

3 rings.

On your right hand.

One has spikes.

One has a stone.

The third is flat.

You wear these rings every day.

You were wearing them on the day Vonnie told you she was 
pregnant.



ALBIE IS A VIOLENT MAN ALBIE IS A VIOLENT MAN ––
Marks left by ringsMarks left by rings

Vonnie told you she was pregnant.

Then you punched her in the face.

With your right hand.

The hand with the rings.

The rings cut her face.

You saw blood.

……





WHY USE CHAPTERS?WHY USE CHAPTERS?

PersuasivePersuasive

MOVE ON!!MOVE ON!!

StructureStructure



PAGE PREPARATIONPAGE PREPARATION

1 Chapter per page1 Chapter per page

Reorganize ImmediatelyReorganize Immediately





ORDER OF CHAPTERSORDER OF CHAPTERS

Primacy and Primacy and RecencyRecency
Risky ChaptersRisky Chapters
Avoid chronological order Avoid chronological order –– except for except for 
subchapterssubchapters
“Never insult the alligators before you’ve “Never insult the alligators before you’ve 
finished crossing the swamp.”finished crossing the swamp.”
“Always check out the fence line before you try “Always check out the fence line before you try 
to catch a wild horse.”to catch a wild horse.”
Don’t take the bait.Don’t take the bait.
Prepare BundlesPrepare Bundles



RULE 4: SourcingRULE 4: Sourcing

Source defined: A specific reference supporting Source defined: A specific reference supporting 
the fact you want the witness to admit the fact you want the witness to admit 

Interview Interview -- photograph photograph -- police report police report ––
deposition deposition -- physical evidence physical evidence -- a different a different 
witness…witness…





No, I didn’t.No, I didn’t.

No, I didn’t.No, I didn’t.

No, I never said that.No, I never said that.

Show me.Show me.





VonnieVonnie told you she was pregnant. (interview, p5, line 2)told you she was pregnant. (interview, p5, line 2)

Then you punched her. (Police report, p2, line 5)Then you punched her. (Police report, p2, line 5)

In the stomach. (Police report, page 2, line 5)In the stomach. (Police report, page 2, line 5)

In the chest. (Deposition, p20, line 2)In the chest. (Deposition, p20, line 2)

You put your hands around her neck. (Deposition, p25, line 10)You put your hands around her neck. (Deposition, p25, line 10)

And squeezed. (Police Report, at 1)And squeezed. (Police Report, at 1)

Until she fell to the floor. (Sister Interview, 2)Until she fell to the floor. (Sister Interview, 2)





LOOPINGLOOPING

Q:  She fell to the floor.Q:  She fell to the floor.
A:  Yeah, and she started gasping for A:  Yeah, and she started gasping for 

breath.breath.
Q: She was gasping for breath.Q: She was gasping for breath.
A: Well, not really gasping. I guess she was A: Well, not really gasping. I guess she was 

just breathing normally.just breathing normally.



LOOPINGLOOPING

Q:  She fell to the floor.Q:  She fell to the floor.
A:  Yeah, and A:  Yeah, and she started gasping for she started gasping for 

breathbreath..
Q: Q: As she was gasping for breathAs she was gasping for breath, you , you 

kicked her.kicked her.



LOOPINGLOOPING

Your wife was the floor Your wife was the floor shakingshaking..

As she was As she was shakingshaking, she asked you, “Why, , she asked you, “Why, 
AlbieAlbie?”?”

You told your You told your shakingshaking wife that she wife that she 
“shouldn’t have gone and made herself “shouldn’t have gone and made herself 
pregnant.”pregnant.”



TRILOGIESTRILOGIES

You kicked her head.You kicked her head.
You punched her head.You punched her head.
And you slammed her head into the floor.And you slammed her head into the floor.

As she lay shaking, you kicked her.As she lay shaking, you kicked her.
As she lay shaking, you punched her.As she lay shaking, you punched her.
As she lay shaking, you slammed her head into the As she lay shaking, you slammed her head into the 

floor.floor.



TRILOGIESTRILOGIES

She shielded her body.She shielded her body.
But you didn’t stop punching her.But you didn’t stop punching her.

She curled up on the floor.She curled up on the floor.
But you didn’t stop punching her.But you didn’t stop punching her.

She begged you not to hurt your baby.She begged you not to hurt your baby.
But you didn’t stop punching her.But you didn’t stop punching her.





PREPARATIONPREPARATION
* Assemble all the Documents

Witness Statement:

I don’t recall what Al said to me about getting involved in this case. (4) I 

didn’t take any notes.  This was a credibility scenario. (6). They didn’t want 
the guns to remain in the room.  Gary didn’t take the guns.

We showed guns because “a picture is worth a 1000 words.” (8) We talked 

about cars to show the “magnitude of the organization – we had money.” (9)

* Effective Notetaking



PREPARATIONPREPARATION
* Effective Notetaking
Witness Statement:

GUNS

Gary didn’t take the guns. (3) The guns were 9mm. (10) There were 4 guns.  
(13) The guns were loaded. (20)

MONEY

We talked about money to show the “magnitude of the organization – we had money.” 
(9) We showed the money because “a picture is worth a 1000 words.” (16)



PREPARATIONPREPARATION
* Effective Notetaking

* Trial Notebook



THE DIFFICULT WITNESSTHE DIFFICULT WITNESS

Repeat the questionRepeat the question
ReverseReverse
Have court reporter read the question Have court reporter read the question 
Write question downWrite question down
Ask the witness to repeat the questionAsk the witness to repeat the question
Pretend to ignore the witnessPretend to ignore the witness



Absolutely No Times Before Alibi
Left Vancouver “at 7:30.”

Arrived in Seattle “about 11:30.”

We left Vancouver “maybe 4:00 or something.”

Left for Keg “a little after 8:30 or something like that.”

It was “about nine, 9:40” when they drove to the movie. 

Tuesday, woke up “somewhere around 10:30” and left “around 
12:00”

“Got to the club around 20 after one.”

Very Vividly Specific Times for the Alibi

Drove back to the house “about 1:40 or something like that.  I 
don’t know.  Like before two, I figure” 





What NOT to doWhat NOT to do

““Just answer yes or no”Just answer yes or no”

“If I only ask fair questions that can be “If I only ask fair questions that can be 
answered yes or no, will you give a yes or answered yes or no, will you give a yes or 
no answer?”no answer?”

Ask the Judge for helpAsk the Judge for help











DIMINISH A FACTDIMINISH A FACT
You looked out your window.You looked out your window.
You saw Bobby.You saw Bobby.
He was in the parking lot.He was in the parking lot.
He wasn’t breaking into the blue car.He wasn’t breaking into the blue car.
He wasn’t trying to open the door of the blue car.He wasn’t trying to open the door of the blue car.
He wasn’t trying to open the trunk of the blue car.He wasn’t trying to open the trunk of the blue car.
He wasn’t breaking a window.He wasn’t breaking a window.
He didn’t have a crowbar in his hands.He didn’t have a crowbar in his hands.
He didn’t have a screwdriver in his hands.He didn’t have a screwdriver in his hands.
In fact, he didn’t have anything in his hands.In fact, he didn’t have anything in his hands.
He wasn’t looking around furtively.He wasn’t looking around furtively.
He wasn’t looking up and down the street.He wasn’t looking up and down the street.
He wasn’t looking at the windows of the apartment He wasn’t looking at the windows of the apartment 

building.building.
What he was doing was standing beside the blue car.What he was doing was standing beside the blue car.



EMPHASIZE A FACTEMPHASIZE A FACT
You looked out your window.You looked out your window.
You saw Bobby.You saw Bobby.
He was in the parking lot.He was in the parking lot.
The parking lot is the size of a football field.The parking lot is the size of a football field.
He wasn’t just standing in the parking lot, he was He wasn’t just standing in the parking lot, he was 

over in the NW corner of the lot.over in the NW corner of the lot.
That is where the blue car was.That is where the blue car was.
He was standing by that car.He was standing by that car.
He was standing beside the driver’s door.He was standing beside the driver’s door.
He was the only person standing by the blue car in He was the only person standing by the blue car in 

the NW corner of the parking lot.the NW corner of the parking lot.
And that was the only car that was broken into.And that was the only car that was broken into.


