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Medical Record Review
Finding the Information You Need Without 

"Googling" Every Medical Term

Tara M Godoy, BSN, RN, CFN, LNC
President/Founder of Godoy Medical

Bachelor’s Degree in Nursing, 2001
–University of Southern California

Forensic Experience
–Legal Nurse Consultant – 5 years
–Certificate in Forensic Nursing, 2012

– UC Riverside

Clinical Experience:
–Emergency - Stanford University Medical Center – 6 years
–Critical Care Transport – AMR – 1 year

Testimony Experience:
–Blunt Force Trauma
–Strangulation
–Toxicology
–Medically Acceptable Blood Draws

Medical Records
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Discharge Summary

–What the patient looked like when he left

–Summary of entire hospital stay

–Final diagnoses
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H&P (History & Physical)

10

–History and Physical at that current time

–Patient’s story up to that moment and plan 
for care

–Comprehensive Review of Systems 
(ROS)
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ER Reports

13

ER Reports

H&P:
– History and Physical at that current time
– Patient’s story up to that moment 
– Plan for care
– Brief Review of Systems (ROS) with focus on 

injuries
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15

16

17
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Transport Records

Transport Records

Pre-Hospital (911)
– Times, Assessment, Narrative
– First medical person

Interfacility Transport
– Transport from one hospital to another
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“Entered scene to find an A&Ox3 18y/o male lying 
supine on street curb….pt does not recall event…”
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Consults

– H&P specific to the specialty performing 
the consult

– More detail in the system that is 
pertinent 

Surgery and Radiology
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Surgery and Radiology

Operative Reports
– Pre and Post-Procedure Diagnosis
– Complications

Radiology Reports
– “Impression” gives the summary of the findings
– Comparison – is this the first of its type for the patient?
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Meds/Orders

35
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Summary

• Start with the Discharge Summary
• Look closely at “Impressions”
• Request Transport Records
• Focus on the MAR, not the MD orders

Cases
Criminal:

–Homicide

–Attempted Murder/Assault

–Domestic Violence

–DUI/Drug Possession

–Child Abuse/Neglect

–Workman’s Comp

–Psych

–Mitigation

Civil:
–Medical Malpractice

–Elder Abuse

–Personal Injury

–Wrongful Death

–Catastrophic Injury

Godoy Medical Forensics, Inc.
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