	STATE OF WISCONSIN:
CIRCUIT COURT:

BROWN COUNTY

                                                        BRANCH III

	For Official Use


	In the Interest of:
 (d.o.b.)

A person under the age of 18.
	Case No:

	


MOTION TO SET REASONABLE FAMILY INTERACTION TIME 
TO:
Attorney





Attorney, GAL


Brown County Corporation Counsel


122 S. Washington Street


305 E. Walnut Street




Green Bay, WI  54301


Green Bay, WI  54301


PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Respondent, , the father of the above-named child, by his attorney, , hereby moves the Brown County Circuit Court, to set a reasonable family interaction schedule in the above-captioned case, pursuant to section 48.21(4) of the Wisconsin Statutes. 

“Frequent and meaningful family time can enhance the child and parent relationship, as well as expedite permanency by engaging parents.” (NCJFCJ Enhanced Resource Guidelines, p. 85). Courts should encourage meaningful and regular contact between parents and their children-placed out-of-home to motivate parents to voluntarily start on case plans, regardless of whether the action is contested. (NCJFCJ Enhanced Guidelines, p. 85). Both children and parents benefit when family time is frequent and meaningful. Promoting healthy attachment and reducing negative effects of separation, motivating parents to change and gain confidence in ability to care for their children, strengthening parent-child relationships, and helping with the transition to reunification are just a few of these benefits. (NCJFCJ Enhanced Guidelines, p. 86, (citing Dougherty, S. (2006). Promising Practices in Reunification. National Resource Center for Foster Care and Permanency Planning, Hunter College School of Social Work)).

If a child is held in custody, Wisconsin courts have the authority to impose reasonable restrictions, including determining the nature of contact between the child and parent. Wis. Stat. § 48.21(4). The Children’s Court Improvement Program, through its online training, reminds courts that it should address family interaction. (See www.wicciptraining.com.) 

Furthermore, the Department of Children and Families sets policy for the frequency and duration of visits that are to take place between parents and their children who are placed out of home. When a child is placed out-of-home, “face-to-face family interaction must occur within 5 business days of placement.” (Child Protective Services Access and Initial Assessment Standards, p. 51). Within 60 calendar days after placement, the agency shall “establish and document a family interaction plan that outlines the anticipated interaction for the child with parents, siblings, and other identified participants.” (WI DCF Ongoing Services Standards, p. 40). “The agency shall make reasonable/Active Efforts to facilitate face-to-face family interaction based upon the child’s developmental needs; however, it must occur no less than weekly.” (WI DCF Ongoing Services Standards, p. 177.) “Additionally, children shall have other family interaction (e.g. telephone calls, letters, etc.) with their parents at least weekly.” (WI DCF Ongoing Services Standards, p. 177).  
The current family interaction plan is as follows: [describe current family interaction plan]
We ask that the Court set the following family interaction schedule:

[IF CHILD UNDER AGE 5] 
Best practice standards indicate that if the plan for the family is reunification, children between the ages of 0-5 should have contact with their parents 3-5 times per week. (WI DCF Ongoing Services Standards, p. 177.) Frequency of family interaction between parents and their children who are placed out-of-home should correspond with the child’s wishes, age, developmental level, and should be consistent with the permanence goals and case plan. (WI DCF Ongoing Services Standards, p. 177.) “The younger the child, and the longer period of uncertainty and separation from the primary caregiver, the greater the risk of harm to the child. To promote attachment and strengthen the parent-child relationship, very young children in foster care need frequent and consistent contact with their parents. Therefore, frequent, meaningful parent-child contact is critical for infants and toddlers in foster care.” (NCJFCJ Enhanced Guidelines, p. 87). [INCLUDE SPECIFIC REQUEST FOR WHAT YOU THINK FAMILY INTERACTION PLAN SHOULD BE.]
[IF CHILD OVER AGE 5] Frequency of family interaction between parents and their children who are placed out-of-home should correspond with the child’s wishes, age, developmental level, and should be consistent with the permanence goals and case plan. (WI DCF Ongoing Services Standards, p. 177.) [INCLUDE SPECIFIC REQUEST FOR WHAT YOU THINK FAMILY INTERACTION PLAN SHOULD BE.]
[IF SIBLINGS NOT PLACED TOGETHER] “Every effort must be made to place siblings together…Sibling face-to-face interaction must occur, at a minimum, once per month.” (WI DCF Ongoing Services Standards, p. 178.) “When siblings are placed apart, each sibling, or his/her caregiver, when appropriate, should know where the other sibling is and how to reach him/her.” (WI DCF Ongoing Services Standards, p. 178.) The Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act of 2008 request the Department to make reasonable efforts to “provide for frequent visitation or other ongoing interaction between the siblings, unless the State documents that frequent visitation or other ongoing interaction would be contrary to the safety or well-being of any of the siblings.” (NCJFCJ Enhanced Guidelines, p. 85). [INCLUDE SPECIFIC REQUEST FOR WHAT YOU THINK FAMILY INTERACTION PLAN SHOULD BE.]
[IF HISTORY OF SUPERVISED VISITS]. “Family interaction plans should change over time depending on considerations of safety, permanency, and well-being. When reunification is the goal, face-to-face family interaction should become less restrictive (supervised, if appropriate; to decreasing levels of supervision; to unsupervised contact), increase in length, and support parents in enhancing their protective capacities.” (WI DCF Ongoing Services Standards, p. 176).  [INCLUDE SPECIFIC REQUEST FOR WHAT YOU THINK FAMILY INTERACTION PLAN SHOULD BE.]
[IF FAMILY MEMBER OR APPROPRIATE FRIEND AVAILABLE TO SUPERVISE] “Primary consideration must be given to face-to-face family interaction occurring in settings that encourage the most natural interaction between family members while minimizing any threats to safety that may exist to the children or other participants.” (WI DCF Ongoing Services Standards, p. 177.) “The optimum environment for face-to-face family interaction is in the home of the child’s parent, if it is a safe environment for all participants.” (WI DCF Ongoing Services Standards, p. 177.) The Enhanced Guidelines encourage that family time should be presumed to be unsupervised unless the state can prove that a safety risk exists. (NCJFCJ Enhanced Guidelines, p. 87). Additionally, the Enhanced Guidelines, like the WI DCF policy, state that family time should take place in the most natural setting or least restrictive setting that can assure the child’s safety and well-being.” (NCJFCJ Enhanced Guidelines, p. 88). [INCLUDE SPECIFIC REQUEST FOR WHAT YOU THINK FAMILY INTERACTION PLAN SHOULD BE.]
[IF PARENT IS INCARCERATED OR INSTITUTIONALIZED] “Being incarcerated or institutionalized, does not within itself constitute a ground for prohibiting or canceling face-to-face family interaction.” (WI DCF Ongoing Services Standards, p. 178.) [INCLUDE SPECIFIC REQUEST FOR WHAT YOU THINK FAMILY INTERACTION PLAN SHOULD BE.] 
THEREFORE, based on the foregoing, the father respectfully requests this Court take testimony regarding appropriate restrictions on family interaction and set an appropriate and reasonable family interaction schedule consistent with the individual developmental needs of the child[ren] and the guidelines set forth by the Wisconsin Department of Children and Families. 


Issued this ____ day of _______, 20__.
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Attorney for Respondent, 





______________________________________





By:  Attorney




State Bar No.:  

Address:

139 S. Washington Street

Green Bay, WI 54301

Telephone: 920-448-5433

Facsimile:  920-448-5450

