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calling into question  

the credibility  

of a witness 

Impeachment: 







if it helps you       
illustrate what’s fact 
and what’s fake 

ANYONE 



 



Bias, interest, motive to testify falsely 

Inability to accurately perceive 

Inability to accurately recall 

Prior convictions, prior bad acts, character 

Prior behaviors inconsistent with testimony at trial 

In order to expose: 



Bias, Interest, or 
motive to testify 
falsely 



Inability to 
accurately 
perceive 



Inability to 
accurately recall 



Prior convictions, 
prior bad acts, 
character evidence 



Prior behaviors 
inconsistent with 
testimony at trial 



             
inconsistent      
                      



action or inaction inconsistent 
with claims at trial 
 
prior statements inconsistent 
with statements at trial 
 
omissions in prior statements 



action or inaction inconsistent 
with claims at trial 
 
    
  
   
   



action or inaction inconsistent 
with claims at trial 
  
prior statements inconsistent 
with statements at trial 
  
  



action or inaction inconsistent 
with claims at trial 
 
prior statements inconsistent 
with statements at trial 
 
omissions in prior statements 







1. Did the statement harm 
your case? 

2. Will the impeachment help 
your case? 

3. Are you able to prove it up? 



Try to  
anticipate 
 
 
 

  Listen 
  carefully 
 
 
 

    Be      
    organized 





RAC 
ARC 



RAC 
 



R 
 



RECOMMIT 



RAC 
 



   A 
 



ACCREDIT 



RAC 
 



      C 
 



CONFRONT 



RAC 
ARC 









kchildress@kanepublicdefender.org 
 

mailto:kchildress@kanepublicdefender.org
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