BENCHCARD C

Vulnerability

A child is vulnerable when they lack the capacity to self-protect.
This nonexhaustive list are issues that determine or increase a

child’s vulnerability:

* A child lacks capacity to self-protect

A child is susceptible to harm based on size, mobility,

social/emotional state
* Young children (generally 0-6 years of age)
* A child has physical or mental developmental disabilities
* A child is isolated from the community

* A child lacks the ability to anticipate and judge presence of

danger

* A child consciously or unknowingly provokes or stimulates

threats and reactions

* A child is in poor physical health, has limited physical

capacity, is frail
* Emotional vulnerability of the child
* Impact of prior maltreatment

* Feelings toward the parent — attachment, fear, insecurity or

security

* Ability to articulate problems and danger

Questions the judge can ask.

* Has the child demonstrated self-protection by responding to

these threats? (Self-protection means recognizing danger and
acting to secure safety for one’s self; it is not calling 911, CPS,

or the school affer an event.)

Besides defending herself from threats, can the child care for

her own basic needs?

How does the judge find this child not vulnerable given the
threats?

Is vulnerability of all children, not just the victim, considered?
Are there issues preventing this child from self-protecting?

What plan would this child carry out to protect himself from
threats?

Can the child describe how she will know a threatening situa-
tion is developing, rather than recognizing it once it is hap-

pening?

What has been learned about this child’s functioning? How
comprehensive is the information? How much time did the
worker or other parties talk to the child about self-protecting?
Is there information about this family and the way threats

operate arguing against the child self-protecting?

Are there ways the child behaves and responds, that escalate
the threats to the child?



