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Learning objectives 
• Purpose of testimony 

• Preparation 

• Testimony 
 
 



Purpose 
• Impeachment 
 

• Records 
 

• Physical 
 
 



Preparation 
• Familiarity with case 

• Attorney 

• Investigator 

•Testimony prep 
 
 



Know the case 



Know the case 



Attorney prep 
Theories of Defense 
1. It never happened 
2. It wasn’t me 
3. It wasn’t a crime 
4. It wasn’t this crime 
5. I’m not responsible 
6. So what? 



Attorney prep 
Don’t  



Investigator prep 
• Qualifications 

• Know the courtroom 

• Reports 
 



Testimony prep 
• Appearance  

• Demeanor  

• Direct-X and Cross-X 

• Evidentiary rules 
 
 



Appearance – Do’s 
• Neutral colors 

• Proper fit 

• Professional 
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Appearance – Don’ts 
• Bright colors 

• Disheveled 

• Casual 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj4ldLUq8rkAhWuVt8KHfhOBuEQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=&url=https://nstarcapital.com/2018/08/the-best-advisors-will-tell-you-no-2/&psig=AOvVaw0ofquudS3S00uIM_0UWu6Z&ust=1568345271862224&psig=AOvVaw0ofquudS3S00uIM_0UWu6Z&ust=1568345271862224


Demeanor 
• Posture 

• Where to look 

• Speech 
 
 



Testimony 
• Always tell the truth 

• Ask for clarification 

• Wait after objection 

• If don’t know, say don’t remember 

 
 
 



Direct 
•  Practice 

•  Narrative 

•  Don’t advocate 

 
 

Cross 
•  Mock-X 

•  Yes/No 

•  Don’t argue 

•  Correct errors 

 
 
 



Evidentiary rules 
• Exhibits 

• Refresh recollection 

• Impeachment 

• Sequestration 
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