Interviewing the ME
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Your resalts are clear and urefutable, Dr. Gardner
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Are they scientific ?
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What a Forensic Pathologist doés
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What a Forensic Pathologist do&s

. jew crime scene

ace evide;ft@ /’ X
* Forensic texiceLpgy |
* Time of deat
Write a




What the ME is not an expert in:

e Ballistics/Toolmarks
 Trace evidence

* Serology/DNA
* Toxicology

Bullet Test Recovery Tank



Cause of Death

Manner of Death



Preparing for the Interview

Client version
Police Reports
Crime Scene View
Crime Scene Photos
Autopsy Protocol
Autopsy Photos
Crime Lab Findings




Medical Terminology

Human anatomy
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Get it all

ME investigator report

Death Certificate

Radiographs

Toxicology Report

Histology report

Inventory of what was sent to a crime lab for
analysis

EMT reports

Hospital reports (if deceased treated before
death)



Get it all

- Dictation Tapes by Doctor
- Doctor’s Handwritten Notes

- Email Correspondence:
Doctor, Police & Prosecutor

- Deceased’s Prior Medical Records



Interviewing the ME

Have a plan

Attorney should be there

Take notes

Make sure they’re qualified to give
opinion

Translate medical terms

“Is this consistent with?”



How a diagnosis is reached



www.innerbody.com



http://www.innerbody.com

Medicine is an Art
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“It's an inexact scence.”



Different languages?
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Pre-Autopsy Conclusion
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Where Docs get Information
knew what police assumed
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Homicide victims rarely talk to police
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What ME Never Knew

- Mental health history of deceased
- Writings
- Account of a withess

- If withess statement correlated to physical
evidence or scene

- Didn’t see scene photos

- Or know where evidence was recovered



Consult a defense pathologist




Reasonable Degree of

Medical Certainty
2292299279




Some Case Examples

Did client’s acts cause the injuries?
Bullet angles & distances

Knife wounds

Medical Malpractice

“Shaken Baby” & Infant Skull Fractures

Intoxication: vary based on vitreous vs.
urine or blood



