
Judge Mark Bennett – Juror Pledge 
 
I pledge: 
I will not decide this case based on biases. This includes 
gut feelings, prejudices, stereotypes, personal likes or 
dislikes, sympathies or generalizations. 

 
Judge Mark Bennett – Jury Instruction Before Opening 
Statement 

Do not decide the case based on “implicit biases.” As we 
discussed in jury selection, everyone, including me, has 
feelings, assumptions, perceptions, fears, and stereotypes, 
that is, “implicit biases,” that we may not be aware of. 
These hidden thoughts can impact what we see and hear, 
how we remember what we see and hear, and how we 
make important decisions. Because you are making very 
important decisions in this case, I strongly encourage you 
to evaluate the evidence carefully and to resist jumping to 
conclusions based on personal likes or dislikes, 
generalizations, gut feelings, prejudices, sympathies, 
stereotypes, or biases. The law demands that you return a 
just verdict, based solely on the evidence, your individual 
evaluation of that evidence, your reason and common 
sense, and these instructions. Our system of justice is 
counting on you to render a fair decision based on the 
evidence, not on biases. 



Judge Mark Bennett – Jury Instructions After the 
Evidence is Completed 

In all criminal cases, Judge Bennett also instructs on 
explicit biases using an instruction that is borrowed from 
a statutory requirement in federal death penalty cases: 

You must follow certain rules while conducting your 
deliberations and returning your verdict: 

Reach your verdict without discrimination. In reaching 
your verdict, you must not consider the defendant’s race, 
color, religious beliefs, national origin, or sex. You are not 
to return a verdict for or against the defendant unless you 
would return the same verdict without regard to his race, 
color, religious beliefs, national origin, or sex. To 
emphasize the importance of this requirement, the verdict 
form contains a certification statement. Each of you 
should carefully read that statement, then sign your name 
in the appropriate place in the signature block, if the 
statement accurately reflects how you reached your 
verdict. 

 
 
 
 
 



Judge Bennett’s Juror Certification With the Verdict 
Form 

 
The certification statement, contained in a final section 
labeled “Certification” on the Verdict 

Form, states the following: 

By signing below, each juror certifies that consideration 
of the race, color, religious beliefs, national origin, or sex 
of the defendant was not involved in reaching his or her 
individual decision, and that the individual juror would 
have returned the same verdict for or against the 
defendant on the charged offense regardless of the race, 
color, religious beliefs, national origin, or sex of the 
defendant. 

This certification is also shown to all potential jurors in 
jury selection, and each is asked if they will be able to 
sign it. 

 


