Implicit Bias Jury Instruction
By: Judge Mark W. Bennett

Do not decide the case based on "implicit biases." As we discussed in jury selection, everyone,
including me, has feelings, assumptions, perceptions, fears, and stereotypes, that is "implicit
biases," that we may not be aware of. These hidden thoughts can impact what we see and
hear, how we remember what we see and hear, and how we make important decisions.
Because you are making very important decisions in this case, | strongly encourage you to
evaluate the evidence carefully and to resist jumping to conclusions based on personal likes or
dislikes, generalizations, gut feelings, prejudices, sympathies, stereotypes, or biases. The law
demands that you return a just verdict, based solely on the evidence, your individual evaluations
of that evidence, your reason and common sense, and these instructions. Our system of justice
is counting on you to render a fair decision based on the evidence, not on biases.



